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The Māori Agribusiness Sector

o Maori ‘freehold’ land (Te Ture 

Whenua Maori Land Act, 1993) 

o 1.7m ha or 7% of NZ’s total 

land area 

o 1.35m ha in the primary sector

o 632,000ha in forestry (47%)

o 621,000ha in livestock (46%)

Source: Te Puni Kokiri 2014
2010 data



The Māori Agribusiness Sector

o 142 trusts & incs > 1,500ha 

(~60% of Māori land)

o Almost 2,000 trusts < 5ha 

and 2,350 between 5-50ha*

o 20% of Maori land without a 

structure

* 5,200 total trusts

Source: Te Puni Kokiri







Te Arawa Ahuwhenua Trust Ngati Maniapoto 
Incorporation



Land use change scenario for Lake Rotorua 
Removal/Reduction of pastoral farms (2010)



Waingaehe awa

Ngati Hurangaterangi
Owhata marae

NgātiTe Roro-o-te-rangi
NgātiHei

NgātiKorouateka
NgātiTukutahi



Responding to

Environmental Legislation 

and Regulations



o Increasing area in forestry, either pines or indigenous

o Decreasing ewe numbers and increasing lambing percentages and beef weights

o Changing stocking rate and/or performance

o Increasing sub-divisional fencing

o Diversifying a proportion of the dairy farm into kiwifruit

Production system optimisation and land use change 
scenarios



Pasture 32,000ha
Native 102,000ha
Pre-1990 44,000ha
Post 6,000ha
TOTAL 281,000ha

Pasture 18,000ha
Native 15,000ha
Pre-1990 15,000ha
Post 6,000ha
TOTAL 61,000ha

‘Collective Approaches to Mitigation and Land 
Use Change’



How does the Māori primary sector 
transition from high emission to high value 
low emission supply chains and marketing 

channels?



Developing new supply networks and 

market channels requires investment into 

processing and logistics infrastructure 


